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*Funding available includes funds received in the current year; funds carried-forward intended to be spent in 2021; repurposed funds with 

agreement from donors. 

 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status (North-east and North West) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2021 

US$ 179 million 

Situation in Numbers 

5.1 million 
children in need of 
humanitarian assistance  
(Nigeria HNO 2021, north-
east) 
 

8.7 million 
people in need 
(Nigeria HNO 2021, north-
east) 
 
1.995,055 
 (IDPs) North-east (IOM 
DTM Round XXXVI, May 
2021) 
 
273,887 (IDPs) North-west 
(IOM DTM Round VI, May 
2021) (Katsina, Sokoto& 
Zamfara states) 
  

 

 Reporting Period: 1 January to 30 June 2021 

 

NIGERIA 
Humanitarian Situation 

Mid-Year SitRep 

Highlights 

• The May 2021 attack by the Islamic State West Africa 
Province (ISWAP) resulted in the killing of Abubakar Shekau, 
longtime founder and leader of a Jama’atu Ahlus-Sunnah 
Lidda’Awati Wal Jihad (JAS). This provides ISWAP the opportunity to 
consolidate its power across Borno State with increasing access to 
Adamawa State and Cameroon.  
 

• Alarming level of food insecurity and malnutrition due to the 
protracted conflict induced humanitarian situation in the north east 
continues to deteriorate with over 1.15 million children projected to 
be acutely malnourished in the lean season without urgent 
interventions. 

 
• In the north-west, the situation continues to deteriorate with 

increasing insecurity, school abductions, displacements, and rising 
needs. The north-west coordination group, led by UNICEF, has 
worked on a strategic framework to ensure the response is holistic, 
sustainable and address the root causes of the crisis 

 

• .   
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

In 2021, UNICEF requires US$ 179 million to reach 3.8 million people, including 2.3 million children in some of the most challenging 

locations across Nigeria. In 2021, contributions have been received from the Governments of Germany, Switzerland, Japan, 

Sweden, Canada, European Union, United States, and the United Kingdom as well as the National Committee of UNICEF 

(NatCom). Funds currently available amount to US$ 57M resulting in a funding gap of 75 percent. This shortage in funding hinders 

UNICEF’s ability to deliver an integrated package of WASH, nutrition , education, child protection and health services for the 

survival and development of conflict-affected  vulnerable children. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

North-east 
The conflict in the north-east remains protracted with no sign of 

abating, with continuous movements due to insecurity. There 

are almost two million internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 

Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states with Borno State hosting 

majority of IDPs. During the reporting period, 38,576 people 

registered as new arrivals citing poor living conditions, voluntary 

relocation and conflict/attack being the main triggers for 

movements.1 In Dikwa and Mobbar LGAs activities for nutrition 

and WASH  are conducted by community volunteers and local 

staff, remotely supported by technical teams due to insecurity. 

The long-term impact may compromise the quality and level of 

services if access is not possible. 

 

The humanitarian situation in the north-east remains dire, with food insecurity and malnutrition at alarming levels. The March 

2021’s Cadre Harmonisé (CH) projected up to 4.4 million people living in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states needing food 

assistance during the lean season (June-August 2021). Of the 4.4 million,  775,000 people are estimated to face emergency 

Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) 4. This is an increase of 16 per cent compared to 2020 figures. In addition, the numbers of 

acutely malnourished children and women are expected to increase with 1.15 million children and over 124,000 women projected 

to be acutely malnourished.2 These figures represent the highest projected numbers forecast for the north-east states since 

March 2017.  

 

In addition, the Borno State Government resumed the closure of several IDP camps located across the metropolitan city of 

Maiduguri. In May, over 1,800 IDP households were either returned to  insecure locations and unfavourable conditions or moved 

into other camps, thus overstretching the existing humanitarian resources. Since February 2021, as part of the Tripartite 

agreement between Cameroon, Nigeria and UNHCR, voluntary returns of approximately 5000  Nigerian refugees in Cameroon 

have also commenced with refugees returning to Banki town of  Bama local government area (LGA).  

  

With the COVID-19 pandemic, 2,966 confirmed cases (1,344 - Borno, 1,134 - Adamawa, 488 - Yobe)  and a total of 79 deaths (38 

Borno, 32 Adamawa, 9 Yobe) were recorded as at 30 June. The first phase of the COVID-19 vaccination for the first dose benefited 

35,737 people in Borno, 33,752 in Adamawa, and 26,029 in Yobe state. While for the 2nd dose, 22,925 people in Borno, 27,820 in 

Adamawa and 16,580 in Yobe have benefitted. The Delta variant has been discovered in Nigeria  however overall official numbers 

remain low. More vaccines are expected to arrive in the country in the coming weeks. 

 

North-west 
Worsening security and humanitarian situation in the north-west have seen an increase in needs. Round six of the UN IOM 

Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Report of May 2021, indicated a total of 106,968 in Katsina and 124,678 in Zamfara and 

42,241 in Sokoto recognized as internally displaced persons. It should be noted that the actual figures may vary as insecurity has 

affected data collection and over 85 percent of IDPs live in host communities. Another 44,741 officially registered persons, mostly 

from Sokoto, Zamfara and Katsina states, have fled across the border into the Maradi region of Niger as refugees. Lack of food 

continues to be the most pressing concern of IDPs. With a significant proportion of populations not being able to carry out 

 
1 IOM Nigeria DTM  Round 36 
2 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) acute malnutrition analysis (IPC AMN) of March 2021  
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farming activities during the planting season, coupled with the CH forecasts of 109,896 in food crisis (IPC 3)  and 138,476 in crises 

(IPC 4), food insecurity and malnutrition are expected to worsen as the lean season peaks.3  

 

Since the start of the year, there have been total of 14,343 suspected cholera cases and 325 deaths (CFR 2.7%) in 16 states (NCDC, 

27 June 2021). There are active confirmed outbreaks in six states in the North, including Bauchi (2,617 cases, 41 deaths), Kano 

(3,161 cases, 99 deaths), and two North-western states of Sokoto (2,141 cases, 86 deaths) and Zamfara (2,074 cases, 10 deaths). 

According to the 2021 Annual Flood Outlook, Sokoto and Zamfara states are predicted to be at high risk of flooding at the peak 

of the flood season (June to September). This has the potential to exacerbate the risks of water-borne diseases for vulnerable 

IDPs and host communities in these states as WASH infrastructure and humanitarian services are disrupted due to insecurity.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Health 

Since January 2021, a total of 1,963,055 conflict-affected people 

including 1,154,283 children under five (59 percent) were reached with 

integrated primary health care services in health facilities in IDP camps 

and host communities in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe. Malaria remains 

the main cause of morbidity for the 358,603 consultations conducted 

by UNICEF and partners.  

 

In quarter two, a measles outbreak took place  in seven LGAs including Bayo, Biu, Gubio, Jere, Konduga, Magumeri and Maiduguri 

Municipal Council (MMC), UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health in containing the outbreak through a reactive measles 

campaign that benefitted  743,400 children. This resulted in UNICEF surpassing its originally planned annual target of reaching 

387,758 children.  

 

In addition to the consultations, during the reporting period health workers carried out 1,555,055 prevention services for: 

• 892,568 children (6 months-15 years) were vaccinated against measles through routine immunization and campaigns.  

• 161,504 children and pregnant women were reached with various other antigens  

• 371,991 children who received Vitamin A supplements. 

• 30,365 children were reached with total deworming  

• 87,753 pregnant women were reached with ante-natal care.  

• 10,924pregnant women who visited primary health care centers  received long-lasting insecticides nets 

• 13,812 women were supported with safe deliveries. 

• 46,459 women received post-natal care 

In north-west Nigeria, UNICEF supported 23 primary health care centres (PHCs) in Zamfara and Sokoto States, hosting displaced 

persons and reached 153,351 conflicted affected persons with integrated primary healthcare services. While 29, 593 children 

benefited from routine immunization (RI). 

  

Nutrition 

Since the beginning of 2021, UNICEF and partners have screened 4,717,562 children, with all identified severe acute malnutrition 

(SAM) and moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) cases referred for 

treatment. A total of 172,071 children with SAM have accessed 

treatment at UNICEF supported treatment centres.  

 

Of these numbers 9,227 children were in Katsina, 37,555 in Sokoto 

and Zamfara while 125, 289 in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states. 240,587 women were supported with counselling on infant and 

young child feeding (IYCF) practices; of these, 127,316 women were in the north-west. These achievements are attributable in 

part to community mobilization, which has improved both the early detection of children with SAM and the reach of IYCF 

promotional messages, and in part to enhanced supervision of outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP) sites and training of 

nutrition workers for the provision of integrated nutrition services from all remaining community management of acute 

malnutrition (CMAM) sites.  

 

3 Cadre Harmonisé Result for Identification of Risk Areas and Vulnerable Populations in Sixteen (16) Northern States and the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) of Nigeria March 2021 
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WASH 

Over 90m³ of water was trucked for 6,000 people in Pulka and Auno towns, while 17,200 persons gained access to safe water 

through rehabilitation and optimization of two boreholes in Borno state. Operations, and maintenance (O&M) of 134 boreholes 

(including bucket chlorination) reached 187,652 beneficiaries in 

Jere, MMC, Kala/Balge and Gwoza LGAs. Batch chlorination for 

394,953 beneficiaries continued at 750 community water points in 

Jere and MMC.  

 

Safe sanitation facilities were provided for 27,960 people through 

the construction of 1,398 emergency latrines in IDP camps in Maiduguri while 88,040 people living in eight high-risk cholera 

camps of Jere, MMC and Pulka LGAs benefited from operation and maintenance and disinfection of 4,402 latrines. 96,850 people 

continued to benefit from sustained desludging of latrines. A total of 61,121 people were reached with key hygiene messages 

and provided with WASH and dignity hygiene kits in Borno State. Following the reports of suspected acute watery diarrhoea 

(AWD) and cholera cases in Yobe State, UNICEF through the state’s rural water supply and sanitation agencies (RUWASSA), 

distributed vital WASH supplies including soap, Aquatabs and chlorine reaching 2,094 people in Yobe. 

 

UNICEF is supporting the Federal Ministry of Water Resources (FMWR) in building capacities and strengthening state-level WASH 

in emergency coordination, preparedness, and response in six states: Sokoto, Zamfara, Adamawa, Benue, Katsina and Yobe. 

Capacity building activities which include strengthening working modalities, inter- and intra-sectoral coordination and WASH 

strategy for emergency preparedness and response have been completed in Sokoto and Zamfara States, in collaboration with 

government stakeholders. In Sokoto South and Wamako LGAs, 11 schools with 22,000 school children, teachers and staff were 

reached with key hygiene promotion messages and distribution of antibacterial soaps. In Zamfara state, detailed needs 

assessment were completed in five LGAs targeted for WASH response. Planning workshop bringing together WASH unit staff 

and stakeholders were carried out to prioritize and kickstart  emergency interventions. 

 

Child Protection 

Between January to June 2021, UNICEF and partners have reached a cumulative total of 315,484 children and caregivers (6 5 

percent females) with critical child protection services such as community-based psychosocial support, case management for 

unaccompanied and separated children including family tracing and reunification services, socioeconomic reintegration 

assistance to children released from armed forces or armed groups, 

social reintegration support to survivors of conflict-related sexual 

violence, as well as mine risk education services.  

 

The breakdown includes:  

• 146,789 (69,094 girls, 66,986 boys, 6,012 women, 4,697 men) 

accessed community based psychosocial support services 

• 68,864 (26,017 girls, 25,139 boys, 8,623 women and 9,085 men) received information on child rights violation s  

• 603 (247 girls, 356 boys)  unaccompanied and separated children were reunified with their families 

• 1,170 (106 girls, 1,064 boys) children without parental care  provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements 

• 1,227 (555 girls, 672 boys) children formerly associated with armed groups and other vulnerable children wer e newly 

reintegrated with their families and communities 

• 21,020 (7,565 girls, 6,706boys, 4,094 women, 2,655 men)  received prevention information to addressed GBV and were 

also supported to access medical, legal, and material assistance  

• 75,811 (31,632 girls, 28,563 boys, 9,953 women and 5,663 men) were able to access safe channels to report sexual 

exploitation and abuse 

• 45 children (14 girls, 31 boys) and 24 women released from administrative custody and were provided with support at 

the Bulumkutu Interim Care Center (BICC). In addition, the following were carried out- 

• 191 (83 females, 108 male) participated in various capacity building initiatives such as the Pilot for the Integrated 

Monitoring for Supportive Supervision of mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) in association with 

International Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) and University of Dublin.   
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• 141 (63 females, 78 male) teachers and Child Protection (CP)/Gender Based Violence (GBV) case workers were trained 

on GBV and Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) monitoring and reporting in Bama, Konduga, and 

Local Government Areas (LGAs) 

• 28 aid workers and social workers from the State Ministry of Youth Sports Social and Community Development 

(MYSSCD) and Yobe state Ministry of Women Affairs (MWA), were oriented on basic child rights including grave child 

rights violations in Damaturu. 

During the period, the Civilian Joint Task Force (CJTF), a local vigilante group established to support the military in the north-east 

were delisted by the Secretary General’s (SG) Children in Armed Conflict (CAAC) 2020 report. The CJTF were previously listed for 

recruitment and use of children in armed conflict and UNICEF supported the implementation of the Action Plan, signed in 2017, 

where the CJTF committed to put in place a number of measures to end and prevent child recruitment and use. They also 

identified and released all children within their ranks, which resulted in the separation of 2,203 children (363 girls, 1,840 boys). 

UNICEF and partners provided reintegration support to all children released under the Action Plan.  

 

Education 

UNICEF and partners improved access to education for an 

estimated 389,784 children (193,843 girls/195,941 boys) 

through the construction and rehabilitation of learning 

spaces with gender-sensitive WASH facilities and the 

provision of essential teaching and learning materials as 

well as teacher trainings.  

 

UNICEF and partners facilitated access through the construction and rehabilitation of eight temporary learning spaces (TLSs) 

and provision of school mats to learning hubs, benefiting 25,374 children (12,879 girls and 12,495 boys) in Fufore, Gombi, Guyuk, 

Hong, Mubi North, Mubi South and Toungo LGAs of Adamawa State, and Bama, Jere, Konduga and Maiduguri LGAs of Borno 

State. Support to the Enrolment Drive Campaign (EDC) for 2020/2021 school year (from September 2020 - January 2021) has 

contributed to improve access to education in 48 LGAs across all three states to reach 301,525 out-of-school children (147,681 

girls and 153,844 boys). 

 

A total of 2,817 teachers (2,028 females and 789 males) and 101 head teachers (10 females and 91 males) from 190 schools in 

Mubi North and Mubi South LGAs of Adamawa state, and Jere, Konduga, Maiduguri LGAs of Borno state were trained to improve 

their capacities in the provision of psychosocial support (PSS), inclusive learning, child-centred pedagogy, COVID-19 prevention, 

classroom management and gender based violence (GBV) which has benefitted a total of 164,221 children (86,938 girls and 77,283 

boys). Similarly, 145 School Based Management Community (SBMC) members (59 females and 86 males) from 29 schools in 

Yunusari, and Geidam LGA of Yobe state were trained to enhance their capacities in school management, and school emergency 

preparedness response (SEPR) and school improvement plan (SIP). 

Communication for Development 
In the first half of 2021, the field office in the north-east supported the COVID-19 Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement pillar (RCCE) and contributed in the development and implementation of pillar workplans. Engagement of over 

2,540 traditional and religious leaders to advocate to their members to continue practice of desired behaviour s and vaccine 

acceptance . Volunteer community mobilizer (VCM) network and other community mobilizers reached over 2,760,280 caregivers 

with messages on handwashing and COVID-19 prevention measures, general hygiene, and sanitation, exclusive breastfeeding 

(EBF), open defecation, ante-natal care, and routine immunization. 18,178 compound meetings and visit to over 1,500 households 

were conducted reaching 175,64 people.   

 

During Friday Juma’at prayers and Sunday Church services, congregation members were reached with pro -vaccination and 

COVID-19 prevention messages through 4,667 church and 4,490 mosques announcements. 40,741 Tsangaya school pupils 

sensitized on COVID-19 prevention messages. Six new jingles promoting vaccination (pharmaceutical COVID-19 prevention 

measures) were introduced to increase demand for COVID-19 vaccines and aired in Hausa, Kanuri, Babur, and English languages. 

The jingles were aired on two radio stations (Peace, BRTV and Dandal Kura FM) with over 1,495,141 reach. Two videos dispelling 

anti vaccine rumours were produced and shared on social media.  
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Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
In north-east Nigeria UNICEF leads the education, nutrition, WASH sectors, and the Child Protection sub-sector in close 

collaboration with government counterparts. Within the reporting period, the Child Protection Sub-Sector committed to 

improving the level of integration and implementation of child protection minimum standards in intersectoral and sub-sector 

partners through advocacy, capacity strengthening and intersectoral collaborations. As part of the steps in achieving this goal, 

the sub-sector worked with the Education in Emergency Working Group (EIEWG) with support from the Global Education Cluster 

to develop a strategy to understand Child participation and Child Safeguarding practices implemented by partners. The sub-

sector also collaborated with the GBV sub-sector to enhance child protection CP and GBV actors understanding on PSEA with a 

focus on the PSEA concepts and framework in north-east Nigeria. 

 

The nutrition sector developed and endorsed the maternal, infant, and young child nutrition (MIYCN) guidelines with context 

specific guidelines, standardized indicators, and evaluation strategies. Other achievements include: 

• the roll-out of Targeted Supplementary Feeding Program (TSFP) ensuring full integration with already existing SAM 

treatment services. 
• Strengthening of WASH and Nutrition intersectoral collaboration, ensuring all households with acutely malnourished 

children are reached with WASH services e.g. hygiene kits, COVID kits etc. 
• Conducting acute malnutrition analysis through interpersonal communication (IPC), which has significantly contributed 

to the improved planning of food security, health, and WASH sectors rainy season contingency plans. 

• Coordinated the nutrition supplies ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) planning and distribution of RUTF from 
UNICEF and other sources ensuring zero stock out and adequate prepositioning. 

As part of strengthening cholera preparedness and prevention, UNICEF, in partnership with Solidarités Internationale, support ed 

monthly WASH Sector Cholera Technical Working Group meetings which helped in leading partners interventions mapping and 

prepositioning of supplies in coordination with Health Sector.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
Within the reporting period, UNICEF promoted the rights and wellbeing of children in north-east Nigeria with a variety of visibility 

tools including media dialogue, media mentions and appearances, human-interest stories, videos, tweets, press release and 

event commemoration. UNICEF featured on media programmes during the period, including on Radio Nigeria and Channels 

Television. UNICEF staff from the Health, Nutrition, Education and Child Protection sections participated in the Humanitarian 

Talks hosted on Peace FM in Maiduguri. Five videography missions on child protection, nutrition, education, and WASH were 

held during the period. UNICEF provided logistics and social media visibility support for the 7th anniversary of the abduction of 

Chibok Girls’ and the National Children’s Day which held in April and May respectively.  

 

UNICEF facilitated a national media dialogue in Yola and Adamawa. In addition, 97 media mentions were achieved during the 

period with five human interest stories and 92 tweets published. Two press releases were published and amplified by major 

national media including The Punch, Guardian, The Nation, NTA, Daily Trust and others. In the north-west, UNICEF facilitated a 

media mission for the BBC to attract global attention on abductions of school children in the region. Four press releases on 

abductions to global audience resulted in media appearances of the UNICEF Nigeria Representative on the BBC, Aljazeera, 

Reuters. 

Next SitRep: September 2021 
 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Peter Hawkins 
Representative  
UNICEF Nigeria 
Tel: +234 (0) 803 402 0870 
Email: phawkins@unicef.org 

Rushnan Murtaza 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF Nigeria 
Tel: +234 (0) 803 403 5273  
Email: rmurtaza@unicef.org 
 

Gillian Walker 
Emergency Manager 
UNICEF Nigeria 
Tel: +234 (0) 803 403 5235 
Email: gwalker@unicef.org 

mailto:phawkins@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results (HAC 2021)  
  UNICEF HAC SECTOR NE 

Sector 
2021 

Target 
Total 

Results 
2021 

Target 
Total 

Results  
NUTRITION          

Number of children 6-59 months with Severe Acute Malnutrition 

admitted to therapeutic care for specified period of time 
419,375 172,071 295,288 125,289  

Number of new caregivers of children 0-23 months with access to IYCF 
counselling for appropriate feeding 

553,768 240,587 541,304 204,462  

HEALTH          

Number of children 6 months - 15 years vaccinated against measles 387,758 892,568      

Number of consultations for IDPs and affected host communities 3,920,725 1,963,055      

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE           

Number of people gain access to safe water (at least 15 litres per capita 
per day) for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

834,585 23,200 885,813 536,481  

Number of people have sustained access to safe water for drinking, 

cooking and personal hygiene 
2,638,692 582,605 2,523,337 1,289,546  

Number of people gain access to gender and disability-sensitive 
sanitation facilities (@ a rate of 20 user/pit for latrines) 

390,840 27,960 1,156,742 491,240  

Number of people sustainably accessing clean, disinfected and desludged 
latrines 

589,891 96,850 1,156,742 264,856  

Number of people exposed to key hygiene messages and/or provided 
with WASH NFIs and/or cash for NFIs 

1,761,670 225,637 2,437,811 1,380,985  

CHILD PROTECTION    

Number of children, adolescents, and caregivers reached with 
comprehensive psychosocial support services including life skills 
education and positive parenting 

175,000 146,789 437,500 213,965  

Number of children and community members benefit from information 
on childcare and child protection including on grave child rights violations 

250,000 68,864 375,000 81,807  

Number of unaccompanied and separated children supported with 
reunification services, family-based care, or appropriate alternative care 
(boys/girls 

1,500 603 
   

Number of children formerly associated with armed groups who have 
been reintegrated with their families and communities with UNICEF 

support.    

3,200 1,227 4,000 1,268  

Number of targeted women, girls and boys provided with risk mitigation, 
prevention, or response interventions to address gender-based violence  

36,500 21,020 

  
 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 
channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 

422,253 75,811  

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 
appropriate alternative care arrangements 

4,500 1,170  

EDUCATION    

Number of children accessing formal or non-formal education, including 
early learning 

761,332 389,784 1,051,306 406,139  

Number of children receiving individual learning materials 761,332 38,877 1,051,306 42,564  

Number of teachers trained on psychosocial support and positive 
discipline 

6,397 2,918 18,664 5,500  

RCCE Target Result      

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services 
5,313,349 4,255,421      

SOCIAL PROTECTION AND CASH TRANSFERS    

Number of households reached with humanitarian cash transfers across 

sectors 
10,000  -      
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Annex B 

Funding Status 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Humanitarian 
resources 
received in 

2021 

Other 
resources 

used in 2021 
$ % 

 
Health  16,481,753 5,274,063 80015                  11,127,675  68%  

Nutrition 66,123,174 22,010,830 111170                  44,001,174  67%  

WASH  48,483,524 8,778,634 324301                 39,380,589  81%  

Child Protection  11,214,555 3,446,001 305857                    7,462,697  67%  

Education  31,742,090 10,235,670 2621485                 27,990,232  88%  

Communication for 
Development 

2,167,859 0 0                    2,167,859  100%  

EPR 1,500,000 3,794,969 34920                                   -    0%  

Social Protection 1,500,000 0 0                    1,500,000  100%  

Total  179,212,955 53,540,167 3,477,748 133,630,226 75%  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


